
Andy	  Marosvari:	  	  Avoid	  Runway	  Excursions,	  	  
Predicting	  Last	  Second	  Wind	  Changes	  

	  
	  
Tower	  controllers	  can	  help	  prevent	  runway	  excursions	  by	  actively	  monitoring	  

tailwinds	  on	  final,	  the	  landing	  role	  and	  the	  runway	  conditions.	  	  Many	  of	  our	  facilities	  

throughout	  the	  country	  experience	  predictable	  wind	  changes	  during	  summer	  

months	  due	  to	  afternoon	  heating,	  and	  by	  being	  proactive	  and	  changing	  the	  

operation	  before	  it’s	  actually	  needed,	  we	  can	  help	  prevent	  runway	  excursions.	  	  One	  

of	  the	  leading	  causes	  of	  runway	  excursions	  are	  unstable	  approaches.	  	  As	  controllers,	  

our	  techniques	  of	  vectoring	  speed	  control,	  recognizing	  aircraft	  types	  and	  good	  

operating	  practices	  will	  go	  a	  long	  way	  in	  preventing	  runway	  excursions.	  	  As	  

controllers,	  none	  of	  us	  work	  in	  a	  vacuum.	  	  We	  are	  all	  dependent	  upon	  each	  other.	  	  

Safety	  starts	  and	  ends	  with	  NATCA	  controllers.	  


